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This is a multi-faceted introduction to Japan.
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We're hitting Akihabara today.
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Quiz: Are you an Akihabara expert?
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Where is Akihabara? What famous cafés had their origins in Akihabara?
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Which of the following products was first launched in

@ A Akihabara?

(vegetables and fishcakes in soup)
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The Tsukuba Express railway was opened in 2005. It

now only takes 45 minutes to get from Akihabara to

Tsukuba, Ibaraki.
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Yodobashi Camera Multimedia Akiba
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Shoppers from the Tsukuba area

flood this mall on weekends,

bringing their entire families with

them. There is even a practice

range for golfers here.
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The AKB48 Theater on the eighth floor features live
performances by AKB, a pop-idol girl group.
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Answers to the quiz: (1 —3)., 2—@., 3—@).
You're an expert on Akihabara, if you got them all correct.
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Akiba tour with Multi-kun
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The GHQ (Allied Forces) that occupied Japan after World War |l wanted to rebuild Japanese society by
revamping its infrastructure in particular the roads. It ordered in 1949 that the stalls that crowded the streets of
Tokyo be torn down.

Facing the loss of their livelihoods, shop owners demanded an alternative location for setting up new stores.
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, working with Japan National Railway (now JR), let them open new stores
underneath the raised railway tracks. In the same year, Radio Store opened in Akihabara and gradually
attracted other radio-related stores like Radio Center and Radio Department Store and turned the area into a
shopping destination for all things electronics.
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Radio Kaikan also known as Rajikan built in 1962, was the first high-rise in
Akihabara and has since become a landmark.
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The shops in Akihabara started off as purveyors of radios in the
post-war era and expanded into home appliances and personal
computers. Now they are famous for their extensive offerings of

anime and game-related products.
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You will find people from all over the world working as clerks in this store. There
is also a free information center and the Akihabara Tourism Promotion Association
(http://www.npo-akiba.com/ ), which offers guided tours of the area, called New
Discovery of Akihabara, on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month. The
tours are free and are led by English-speaking guides.

66 AJALT No.33



WA m\u 8

oh _ U ESHh
Eo>THED, CTAKFEFEIE ! Try Using These Phrases in Japanese
e A [ [OO8&] HhhABABOETH. | ([ | CEceEomEzincha. )

“Is there anyone who speaks ?" (Insert the language you want.)
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Or, “Would this work in ?” (Insert the name of the country.)
Or, “Does it come with an English manual?”
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This store is famous for launching canned oden. Real estate is costly in Akihabara, and the shop owner
wanted to maximize revenues by setting up vending machines that would fit into tiny spaces. He decided to
can oden in order to drive sales in wintertime.

‘‘‘‘‘ 3F£5

ﬂ%@@/l’t)btUDXCDEDD‘th\ifEAI:JLrG UDX®D 4 (T 1355
TFALYH— (EE) BHD.

This building is comprised of two sections, Akihabara Daibiru and UDX.
The Tokyo Anime Center is located on the fourth floor of UDX.
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Cure Maid Café, on the sixth floor is the original maid café, and has
become an Akihabara institution. Customers are greeted at the door by
waitresses dressed as maids. There is also a huge array of toy capsule
vending machines on the first floor.
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Welcome home,
master / miss.
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