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In this series, you will learn about unusual customs
that our readers come across daily as they are exposed to another culture.
273‘(.\ _ hd '_l:ﬂ
> F—V RN !
( l&}u=-:," Y _ 2h
EQEFA—VIc &< DN S
h&s & U l“t’B/?b‘\L\
BANFZEBNLET,
This issue’s topic is Kao-moji !
In this issue, we introduce Kao-moji,
which are often used in e-mails in Japan.
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%2? 3 -cn ? What are Kao-moji ?
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Kao-maoji are facial expressions people create by
combining parentheses, hyphens and semi-colons.
They are used in e-mails, sent via personal

computers or cell phones, and in chat sessions over
the Internet.
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%I?@&E The History of Kao-moji
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Are Kao-moji used only in the Japanese language?
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No. Kao-moji are said to have originated in the United States during the 1980s. While alphanumeric characters
used in English are one byte each, Japanese characters are double byte. A PC that supports the Japanese

language handles alphanumeric characters and symbols, as well as double-byte Japanese characters. This

allows the user to constantly invent a new Kao-moji.
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Byte: a unit for measuring the amount of information a computer can store or use. One alphabet or Katakana uses 1 byte, and
one Kanji or Hiragana uses 2 bytes.
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In the United States, Kao-moji created with alphanumeric characters are

called “smileys” or “emoticons.” The smileys lie sideways. *<i) Santa Claus U~570—2A
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%I?L‘Z)L‘Z) Various Kao-moji Expressions
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New Kao-moji expressions are created all the time, and there are thousands of them. The most popular ones are
as below:
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Smiling A typical Kao-moji often used for showing pleasant feelings. Some
N people use it for greeting. These are variations with different shapes for

the mouth : (") (*_N)
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Arms raised to show happiness and exuberance.
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Hurray! Yeah! Banzai!

AJALT No.29 49



(> <)

<3
eyl J5L0
Ouch!

N\ (©00).”
Wo:v!)p V_Vh!at!?

(T_T)

a_ s
NVkayz:|

Crying

Speechless
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Yoo-hoo!
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Sorry
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Yoroshiku onegaishimasu
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[CHED

Pain and sufferings caused by a mistake or a shocking event. It is also

an expression of intense effort.
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An expression of surprise with eyes wide open.
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Tears running down the cheeks, showing sadness.

Bh AT HMETNG. BENTESL
2BV, EWSEEES, Ffe. BEOT
VB ENSERICHES.

Breaking out in cold sweat. You're either

shocked, speechless, or you’'re under
intense pressure.
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Waving an arm to invite people for a get-together or group activity.
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A deep bow of profound apology; sitting up
straight, putting both hands on the floor and
bowing until the forehead almost touches the
floor.
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When Should We Use Kao-maoji ?
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% H=lic (3 L1§b Sl | am afraid the quote | promised to deliver today will
Many people use Kao-moji when they send e-mails not be ready in time. (-_-)
to friends and family. Some people think a message | will send it to you tomorrow afternoon. My profound

from a close friend that doesn't include any Kao-moji apologies. m(_Jm

is impersonal and cold. Kao-moji are a convenient
way of conveying feelings that would not come
across with words alone. It is also fun to receive a
mail with a lot of Kao-moji. However, Kao-moji are
not usually considered appropriate for business
correspondences.

741 Quiz
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Which Kao-moji are suitable at the end of the sentences below?
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| have a date tomorrow. Can | borrow your car? Please! (N3N
@ REBNSIAE>T2BHTES | JIF)F A
You passed the exam? Congratulations! (applauding)
® SEOF—REIELNoLD BLTS ! AN/
| enjoyed our date today I Iove you!
@ LW~ BOBMNTREE LS of | o !
When | heard that story, | burst out laughing!
FhEm (B (=zvx)
® #H— I\cﬂ%%@)\ohﬁﬁﬁ?&%t ULBr»ofc. Y3 vl

I've lost my wallet! | had credit cards and some cash in it. I'm so shocked!

o L% o ~s
Answers are on the next page.
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| have a date tomorrow. Can | borrow your car? Please!
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Palms together in front of the face. This is a common gesture for asking

for a favor.
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You passed the exam? Congratulations! (applauding)
B2 % LTL BT

The two slashes represent applauds.

® SEOF—NEIRUPoR) BLTE ! (Ral-%
| enjoyed our date today. | love you!

FA (Faw)

Kissing face.
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When | heard that story, | burst out laughing!
bbx)_;b_ nas
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A burst of laughter.
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I've lost my wallet! | had credit cards and some cash in it. I'm so shocked!
O fioges
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Shocked and breaking out in cold sweat.
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