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In the following article, we would like to introduce
the readers to various everyday habits and
customs from many other cultures.
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In this example, we have chosen
"Japanese sake" as a topic.
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This time, the topic is "O-sake"!!
Do you like sake?
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About alcoholic drinks
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Bijiko-san, you are really "tsuyoi"! G5 ¥
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In Japanese, "tsuyoi" also indicates that one can
drink alcohol a lot, and "yowai" indicates that one
cannot drink very much. Also, it is expressed
"champon de nomu" that one drinks various kinds of
alcohol together. (Champon is the name of a
traditional dish of noodles with seafood, vegetables,
and etc. from Nagasaki area in Kyushu.)
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Which is proper: sake, o-sake, or nihonshu in Japanese?
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The word sake is not only used for Japanese sake, but also used as a general term of alcoholic beverages. So
people say nihonshu instead of sake to distinguish from other kinds of alcohol. The word o-sake is used when one
speaks politely and is often used by women.
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1 g What is the difference between sake and shochu ?
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Sake is an alcoholic beverage

made by fermentation, and
shochu is made by distillation.
Sake is made from rice and

water, and its alcoholic content
is around 15%. The ingredients
of shochuare mainly barley, rice,
corn or sweet potato, and its
percentage of alcohol is around
30-45%.
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What is the Japanese sake called "daiginjo™? It is very expensive!
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The sake called "daiginjo-shu" is made from rice milled more than 50%. The rice people normally eat as "gohan" is
milled about 10%. Therefore, "daiginjo-shu" is very luxurious sake.
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What is the number such as "+3" or "-2"
that one sometimes sees on menus?
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It is called "nihonshu-do" (literally means degree of Japanese

which is the specific gravity of sake against water. If
content is high, it becomes heavy and tends towards
If sugar is low, it tends towards plus. Therefore, it is one

of standards of sweetness or dryness. But also acidity is added
in it and the taste will change by balance of sugar and acidity.
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%Biﬁ@: t‘.'. lﬂ: Words related to sake

-

e N s ™
&)
8 A = N, APT, BB, 2L,
BRFTATTS | CIL BB Ce O5EC. 2oSjeal
Let's go for a drink! We wo'uld like this one "hiya".
: L | And bring us two "ochoko" please.
: (hiya = cold sake ochoco = sake cup)
It sounds good!
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Next day My head aches...
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Don't drink so much!
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yopparai = zaru = a person who shirafu = a person futsukayoi =
drunken person drinks limitless with  who is sober h
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