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In the following article, we would like to introduce
the readers to various everyday habits and
customs from many other cultures.
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In this example, we have chosen

"proper seating manners in Japan" as a topic,
which is often questioned

by Japanese language learners working in Japan.
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This time, the topic is

"kamiza (upper seat) or shimoza (lower seat)"?
Which seat do you take in the following occasions?
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Kamiza —BEoXicEilomngsic—
J: EE ---Not to be rude to your superiors---
L))
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Which seat does one take in the following circumstances?
. ThbETh
SHIMOZA INFEAEVNDL&ICEXTHEL &S
Let's figure this out with Mr. Multi.
MSIROXBEE Y RREL R FSUIBRLET.
( LANSYT J RNFEAERNFEADLAFEDBICTHYETH.
At a restaurant Mr. Multi invites Mr. X and Mr.Y to a restaurant. Mr.X and Mr. Y are the

department head and section chief from the company with which Mr. Multi's
company has dealings. Which seat should Mr. Multi and his boss take?

&3bTAh D LD

I EAD
- BHEFH EE (FN=) (Diﬁ‘“'" In a Japanese restaurant (Japanese room)

decorative alcove
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WeII seat A for me, and Scor
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In a Japanese room that has a tokonoma, the nearest seat to b e
the tokonoma is kamiza. The seat further away from the *F@Pﬁ —E;J:Lj&v’(@? H (Famsb
tokonoma and closer to the door is called shimoza. /fbj—d\ o b\ﬁﬁv THBEA,
5 be3bTh  IF @ Tokonoma: the place which is one step
ﬁ*ﬂ' Ea)iﬁ *** |n a Chinese restaurant higher above the tatami floor and has a
hanging picture or flowers.
B
A C
D Eéa)”u'”liﬁ” The seating order
£ |

_/Hi:n.n :

THuls < E,\J\Dn‘kfg?,@ lg \ | B C D A
A=z, GAOpsELEr LETT, ARSI, P SiRicB—~C—~D-
p# = = At a Japanese restaurant, the proper order from
J:V;I;?'J\b %’C E@fﬁ@% Qk UQ@E%Q kamiza is B—~C—D—A.
S%QLL\L\F‘ BRYET, BAOIC— op 2L & DGk
By B thEE PR Cld. LN SIBICB—C—A—D
ﬁt\ﬁb —FE’C@—O At a Chinese restaurant, the proper order from kamiza
At a round table, kamiza is the seat farthest is B=C—A—D.

from the door. When sitting in kamiza, the seat
to your left is the second best seat, and the seat LA
to your right is the third best. The closest seat to NTHS IEE*C&"*D MU FLiR,

the door is shimoza. Now you can see the right answers.
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My boss and | are going to meet with Mr. Z from the company
with which we do business in a guest room in my company.
May | sit on seat E?
mantepioce o cainet i, BEE iy o pilcsuss. YLt B0k
N A \\' i‘ N T
RIRREARAIIRE pime. SADCROBITRTY,

In general, kamiza is the longer couch in the guest room. The inner part
of the room is kamiza, and the place closer to the door is shimoza.
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@ﬁmi{ﬁg The seating order
hé &
J:F:ED‘B"IE(CC—’D—' E—A—B

The proper order from kamiza is
C—D—E—A—B.
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On a Shinkansen Mr. Multi is going to Osaka for a business trip with his bosses: a department
head, a section chief, and a subsection chief. Which seat should Mr. Multi sit on?

(:k 512533
HiTHE
direction /r\

DREADBETTH -

| prefer the window side...
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On the train, the window seats from which passengers can see the scenery are kamiza,
and the seats facing the direction in which the train is moving are the better seats.
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A B C Then, how about 6 ;gﬁa)nﬁg The seating order
3 people together? P o
e s ANDEEI, LEMNS|ECC—~A—-D—B
With 4 people, the proper order from kamiza is
DI|E]|F C—A—D—B.

6 ADE=*F. D> A-F—-C—E—B

1 [ A
E With 6 people, D-A—F—~C—E—B.
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| am taking a taxi with a department head, a section chief, and a subsection chief.

Is my seat C?
g0 JATALE & S .
@%#ﬁ%@ﬁ(&b/ ¢A4v >@ 56, BEFORESH (*<> =
J:F‘ . /kb\ R PRIDERICEUE T, ‘FF‘ a*BJJ:T:F’CT;“o
In a car with a "chauffer" such as a taxi or a hired car, the seat right behind the [ o e 3
driver is kamiza, the next is the other door side. The passenger seat is shimoza. A
gz Up an—— a——
;Efga)mgg The seating order
hH &
J:J"'h\b]IIEh_D—»B—»C—»A BCD
The proper order from kamiza is D—+B—C—A. LL JJ
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Mr. Multi has invited for golf Mr. X, Mr. Y, and Mr. Z, who are the department head, section chief, and
subsection chief of the company his company works with. They are going to the golf course by car,
which Mr. Multi's boss is driving. Which seat should Mr. Multi take?
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Umm... If in a taxi, | should take A, which must be c——  cup—
shimoza. But | don't feel right if all the people from the boss

other company sit on the back seat... D

& gE UnhiBh

Lilots Ha EEFED|EZE The seating order
SI=RE0) ﬁ 5 Ta\%iﬁﬁif s

\
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The passenger seat is kamiza in a car that is driven by a superior. _"j’ p:?pigr erirom kamiza s
The order of sitting on the back seat is the same as in a taxi. A—D—B—C.
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Your opinions and suggestions are welcomed.
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