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Live together B Carlos Uemura came to Japan from Peru in the second year
of junior high school, went to a public high school in Japan. He is now
active as a sales manager at a travel agency specializing in travel to
Latin America. On another hand, he has set up an NPO corporation and is
energetically working toward a society where Japanese and Peruvians can
live happily. He recalled the time when he came to Japan in the second year
of junior high school and enthusiastically talked about his opinion now.

Carlos was in the second grade of junior high school NPO Amigo Project
Uemura Carlos (Peru) Carlos came to Japan in 1993 at the age of 13 because

of his father's work. Carlos's father wanted Carlos to live with him.

Carlos had to leave his mother in Peru and came to live with his father.

His father didn't know anything about raising a child in Japan, and didn't
even look into the Japanese education system, so he had come to Japan
unplanned. Carlos' father may have been irresponsible! However, parents
who are under pressure from every side, such as lack of information, family
environment, and economics, not only in Peru but also in Japan or in other
Latin American countries, may not be able to support their children. Come
to think of it, Carlos's father should have investigated how the middle
school courses he studied in Peru would be reflected in Japan. Also there
was an entrance exam for going to high school, and his father should have
understood that Carlos in the second grade of junior high school might not
be able to pass that exam. I think his father should have checked that there
was a high school where even Carlos, whose mother tongue was Spanish,

could attend. What about now, 25 years later? I'm sure that now and in the



future, other children like Carlos are having similar experiences. Children
such as Jose in the second grade of junior high school and Maria, a sixth
grader in elementary school and Roberto, a second grader in elementary
school will come to Japan in a situation where the parents may feel it's the
best decision even though they cannot afford it. Should Carlos, who was the
second grade of junior high school in those days, really have remained in
Japan? Or should he have returned home in response to the sad cry of his
mother in Peru? Should he also have followed the bullying words of his
classmates, "Go back to your country!" Perhaps no one knows the answer,
but Carlos chose to stay in Japan for the time being. Carlos came to Japan
in December, so he was transferred to the third semester of the second year
of junior high school, entered the classroom only knowing a few words in
Japanese such as "Ohayoo &3 X 9", "Arigatoo & Y 23 & 5" and
"Sumimasen 3 A A" and he couldn't understand a word of what was
said in class, so he was nervous every day. But he was excited too. During
the most difficult subjects, Japanese and social studies, he went to another
classroom and the music teacher or the science teacher taught him
Japanese, although it was not their specialization. He was the first foreign
student in that junior high school, and it was the first experience for the
teachers too. Dealing with bullying because he was a foreign student might
have been difficult. At that time, Carlos had the feeling that no one would
be on his side, but from an objective point of view, Carlos was not the only
one, it was also difficult for his teachers. In the course of studying to
become an educator, there are no studies "About the measures for the
Peruvians in the second year of junior high school who do not understand
Japanese". Now that 25 years have passed, I think that the government is
certainly taking measures, and the number of foreign students is increasing
in the schools, and it is said that the situation is improving, but they need
to accelerate the measures. With the diversification of students, is it
possible to let the responsibility to the educator alone? I was surprised to
hear that the junior high school of a Bolivian girl who was in the second
year, they banned her from speaking Spanish with her classmates who also
spoke Spanish as her mother tongue. The school's explanation was that it
would interfere with learning Japanese, but most of the South American
students at this school were born in Japan and had the same level of

Japanese proficiency as native speakers, so I couldn't understand that



explanation. As teachers, it is understandable to some extent that they
could not cope with the diversity of students and chose to prioritize
collective action. However, I believe that future education in Japan will
change depending on whether diversity is viewed as a problem or an
advantage. Carlos, a second-year junior high school student, eventually
became a third-year junior high school student and learned Japanese while
trying to join in groups, and while learning Japanese for free in a volunteer
group, miraculously passed the entrance examination in two years after
coming to Japan and went to high school. However, he did not choose his
schooling. His father chose a high school with the help of Carlos’ school
teachers and according to his standard score results, a high school where
Carlos could study and the tuition was cheap, without any cost
transportation needed. What were Carlos’s true wishes? What did he want
to study? Unfortunately no one asked him. If Carlos could go back knowing
what he knows now, he would have liked his parents to respect his wishes
and thinks his teachers could have provided better career counseling that
suits his characteristics. If you have the information, even foreigners may
be able to find a place to go to school that meets their wishes and receive a
study loan. And even if the standard score of the child is low, there should
be many schools that can handle it by determining whether the reason is
just the learning level or the low level due to lack of understanding of
Japanese ... Or is it still not there? In the case of Carlos, his father's
indifference to education, lack of money, and lack of educational
background were major barriers to the growth of Carlos. His teachers’ help
was great. However, the information in the school was limited to local
schools and future career prospects, and at that time few people went to
university, so it was common to get a job. I'm sure that even now, like
Carlos, Mei in the second year of junior high school, Jorge in the first year
of high school, Patricia in the third year of high school, are probably
frustrated because of the lack of interest of their parents and necessary
information is out of reach. Isn't this situation negative for Japan? What is
important so that children do not experience the setbacks of education like
Carlos did? Motivation of children? Parent involvement? The school
admission process? The administration? There is no answer, but in my
experience, "parent involvement" is an important factor. However, parents

do not understand Japanese and have no information. On the other hand, I



think that the school admission process was also insufficient. Carlos studied
agriculture, landscaping, surveying, etc. in high school, graduated at the
age of 18, and soon worked as a part-time job at a cardboard factory and a
hotel waiter before joining a travel agency specializing in Central and South
America at the age of 21. He became an employee in the fourth year,
became a sales manager in the eighth year, and is now a veteran in the 17th
year of joining the company. However, even now, he sometimes thinks, "I
should have done this at that time, I should have done it", and considering
the role of parents, the importance of leaders, and the importance of

information, for his two girls aged 4 and 1 that he is raising.




