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This column explores everyday customs
and activities in Japan.
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This issue’s topic is Izakaya.

People like to get together after work to socialize

at an Izakaya, a Japanese version of a pub.

It is a popular venue for welcoming a new employee,
an end-of-the year bash, a New Year’s celebration,
and all other types of parties.

Let's check it out.
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Let's have a welcoming party
for Bill at an Izakaya !
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Sounds good.
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What is an
Izakaya?
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It's a great spot for a get
together. They serve good
food and sake at reasonable
prices.
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Let's start off with some beer.
Would you bring us two bottles?
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What would you
like to drink?
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What's this?
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That's Otoshi or Tsukidashi, a quick appetizer you get before
your meal. They usually include it in the bill.
I've heard that some restaurants would take it away,
\If you didn’t want it. )
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| recommend bonito.
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What is today's special?
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Wow! This is sashimi, right? What's this~

_nﬁﬁu%a09£%amto
SEELT, %tﬁﬁﬂéht&o

That's Hojiso, a herb.
You just eat the little pods
and leave the stem.
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Go easy on the Wasabi.
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Excuse me.
Can we get a check?
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Yes, right away.
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We're treating Bill today. HOMEDSTETNET,

Everyone else will split the bill. Thank you.
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It's customary to treat the new person at a welcoming party, and everyone
else splits the bill. Some people may pay more, depending on his or her
\position and seniority. )
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